Dar al-Ifta’, Dar al-‘Ulum Zakariyya, South Africa 


Virtues and rulings of the night of emancipation 


jJl l j^ > ~ jJl aU| jt-wO 

A short treatise regarding the month of Sha’ban 

Many years ago there was a shortage of ‘ulama and hnffdz here in South Africa, however, with the 
grace of Allah • today there are many scholars here. The public are receiving many different opinions 
and statements from a variety of scholars regarding the month of Sha’bdn. As soon as Sha’bdn 
commences so too do the heated questions, answers and debates. I would like to present before you 
these issues of Sha’bdn. It is hoped that the readers will be contented with the information in this 
concise treatise. 


Actions are lifted in the month of Sha’ban 


It is famous about the month of Sha’bdn that people’s actions are lifted and presented in the court of 
Allah *. This same virtue has been mentioned for Mondays and Thursdays and there is a narration 
that this virtue is ascribed to mornings and after ‘aSr prayers as well. After searching the books of 
hadith it is apparent that all three types of these reports are narrated. All are established and can be 
used as proof. The first type of these narrations is the one which states that in Sha’bdn one’s actions 
will be lifted. Observe the narration in MuSannaflbnAbiShajbalr. 


: Jli ^ VJ. 1 j ji j y° *^ ‘Co V U! aIJI J L cjli yi a«LA ys. 

Lilj ^ ^ o' y y*j c a^p ^*Ul 0. 


( Y A A A) Is jha c(T % I / 0 ) 0^>-' t1 'Tgj O A A) o./?<J| ol^j ! A«I^P ^^jdl Jli 

( Y AAA) y>~\ li jb iSjJJ • AP- JJI j S y Jjj y i.U y& c y& . y Jjj y# 

y\y> OjIj ^>-1 0 -4 y& caj^p aIJI o yy* y& aj u_jI^>JI y Jjj d° 

.(T A A * N ^Lp oIaAjcJI) . y~*s>- j A/ I.. *S ^dJl Jli . A A o v /tTV /A :oULldl ^ 

The second type is the narration in which Monday and Thursday is mentioned: 

yy y> a ^ ^Ul JL>pI yu : Jli S* aJJI J j—'j ys- aip aUI ‘jtj* Jr^ ^y>-l 

.(^g'■ 1' t Y 0 ^s>z^>) . yi I.. . A^>-l y*>J ALo I^CaP 

This narration is narrated in many books with different words. 

The third type is the narration in which it is mentioned that actions are presented daily: 

k...dl o' aJ N aJU I (jl ^ aUI J y^J ^IS :Jli AJ^P aUI yfi y£- ^L«Vl ^>-1 

.(IV^. jL^JL ^jJII J 
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Reconciliation between all three narrations: 


1. Some commentators have mentioned that actions are presented in detail on a daily basis, thereafter 
a summary of that is presented on a weekly basis on Mondays and Thursdays, and in Sha’bdn an 
overview of actions are presented. This means that in two days out of the week: Monday and Thursday, 
a summary of the week’s actions are presented and the summary of the year’s actions is presented on 
Sha’bdn. An example of this is when a wealthy person appoints someone to discharge his 3 akdh ; the 
agent will report the amount discharged on a daily basis, thereafter he will give a bi-weekly summary 
and at the end of the year he will present the annual amount of 3 akdh discharged. 

2. Some scholars say that a person’s actions are of different types, so it is possible that specific actions 
are presented annually in the month of Sha’bdn , other actions are presented on Mondays and Thursdays 
and some specific actions are presented daily. For example, it is possible that Saldh is presented daily, 
optional fasts are presented on Mondays and Thursdays and every year a summary of the previous 
months is presented, i.e. how did one observe Ramadan, Dhul Hijjah, Muharram etc. 

3. The presentation of actions can happen in three ways: daily, weekly and annually. There are specific 
wisdoms behind each presentation, which is known to Allah *. For example, it is possible that that 
those close to Allah * are praised daily, weekly and annually and those who are in the grasp of Shaytan 
are continuously reproached; just like one who does good works is continuously praised daily, weekly 
and annually. 

4. Mulla AJi Qari states that the actions are collected daily and presented twice a week on Mondays 
and Thursdays. Observe the statements of the commentators of hadfth. Mulla AJi Qari states in the 
commentary of Mishkdh : 


ju aji oiLyj in? ^ 1 ui j iji (jijccji mni dnpAi ^a? yi 

jJl (3j4U jni jL^dl jL^dl Q^p d~^ QAl cJ"**"P ^ai oAni aAp aJ ^ ^sld ^ 14 a j idLLdl 

Ail :Jlii jn ^ 14* -y^ dd -y -«jdl y yj £j-^*•'^1 y J JAp^I jN y jAIj 

iji aLo ‘U ®j idAs ^^di (jnpi^ a!./?( jL^pi lq ^np ^ji n dnp’yi y 

tj j>*]\ dj< y> ^ Ax>di n y-yj y nil la s y~s i jLipL aIJi dp L4Q1 Addi y~\ jLd 

_ > 0 t ^ ^ T /1 Sli^) a^^?LAI Add I (JL^pI 14 - ^a? yu ^a . ■ a./?dl Aid A ddM 


^jj4a ^ ±Ju>r ./? 11 I jA j aSsjAAI 01 dJJQ cj^g-g-LaJ 1 :L* jAl "ddjJl yp ^ddl Jli :Jd*m ( Qp AdAA- y ^addl 0IS 

q^p jni aA jj m oj ' y cdj u i3a .cdU oj di4^ 

(JL>pI aAp jjC ^3 aIJI jjC (JL»pI oi icdb ? 

adp Lgj aaL>- jjA aI-A I4TP An a^SA- ^a ?y ^ j"p jp -dAdt ^ Addl (JApI a2Lp ^a ?yj 
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oULJUj) . j\ ^3 ^jJl ^3 jXJ t<U3l>- ^jA <ulp ^0 .>CJ ^JU; <bi £A 

.( l<{ U /T VI /V:*jb J ^ 

^J5j AlP jLgAll (jLo-plj ^c^aJl A*j JLpI JS Lg_*3j <U3ll) ^1 p ^3j 

jlSj ^3 Ls £wo^>tJ ^3j CaAJj (_)^ ^ £-2j ^ ^^P (Jj^ <jV 

|t~!pi 4 jL>c-woj 4_Ulj .(oU^-«j ^L 5 /Y'l^JbLjl olS y>) rij ^tXjlisJl AjJ>s £ 3^Jl IAAi jJj 5 o 4_<*S^>- 

. <._-> I j^/aJl) 


The Decree of Life and Death in Sha’ban 


According to the majority of mufassimn the decision of fate ( taqdir ), i.e. who will live on to the next 
year and who will pass away in the current year, happens on the Night of power ( laylat al-qadr) which 
is in the month of Ramadan, and authentic ahadith point towards this as well. However, in some ahadith 
it is mentioned that in the Night of emancipation {laylat al-bard’ah) these affairs take place. Due to this 
scholars have mentioned many opinions and reconciliations in this regard, some of which are written 
below: 


1. Fate ( taqdir) has been decided 50,000 years before the creation of the universe, however, an annual 
concise summary on the 15 th of Sha ’ban and a comprehensive summary on Laylat al-qadr is separated 
and handed over to the angels. 

2. On the 15 th of Sha’bdn these affairs are decided and on Laylat al-qadr the records are given to the 
angels. 

3. Life, death and sustenance are decided on the night of Bara’ah and on the night of Qadr other good 
actions, blessings and affairs of one’s safety are decided. 

4. Life and death are decided on the night of Bara ah and on the night of£JWrthe affairs of propagating 
din and congregational affairs are decided. 

5. Worldly affairs are decided on the night of Bard’ah and the affairs of the hereafter are decided on 
the night of Qadr, or the opposite of this. 


6. On the night of Bara’ah copying from the Laivh Mahfaz commences and it is completed on the night 
of Qadr. 


7. The decree of fate ( taqdir ) taking place on the night of Qadr is preferred over the night of Bard’ah 
due to it being substantiated by famous and apparent dyat and ahadith, and it is in accordance with the 
Qur’an: Allah * says: 


[5 


■ 3 : jUjJl] {(-*-) jjLyji US' ill llA Q I jit (-lie-) yl\ js jj* (-*-) & lil xyQ £3 J adjlf ill } 


3 



Dar al-Ifta’, Dar al-‘Ulum Zakariyya, South Africa 


Virtues and rulings of the night of emancipation 


In this verse we are informed that the Qur’an descended on a ‘blessed night’, and in another verse: 
[185 :s JL Jl] {jlJlJl aJ Jjjl <_$aJl JJY) the Qur’an was revealed in Ramadan, regarding which the 


verse 


[ : jU-jJl] JS Jjl, LgJ } states that the annual decree is separated. 


Some ahddfth regarding the night of Bard’ah 
There is a narration in Musnad Abi Ya ’Id al-MawSilr. 

!aUI L idTs idJli aIS” jLc: OU” ^ ^cJl Jl aUI aJ^jIp 0 1 :a is* aUI ^ jiA LA * ^ 

:jj™«) .1)1^ dl ^~^ls a^wJI cillj ai^« aUI 0 1 : cJLi od*-**» a^ ol dLJ| jj g Jl *^^>-1 

Sjy t V 0 / 1 !^3 a^s>- y y\ jjb <. oj jbj y> c. a*.*/?] o.}ljw*d! _L»I <Jli aAaL^jj .( £ ^ \ ^ /V \ \ / A 

£0 S^ja ^9 0 j5”Sj .jL>- 4 Ajjj 4 4jJ 4j| (JajJ C i ^ £ / £ ijj JxJlj ^^ Alb ^Lp ^ A_s3 

!^J^9 y ^L*Jl J.,/g a a>J 1 ^3 >Ao-L>«Jlj 4 l jjj Aij <uij 4^3 j y) Ajj ^Aa *—3 ‘^ s>r *' a ^^ ’cAs t ) ^Y /V ! JjljjJl 

.(V/Y).jp c^bo y) ol jj ! Jlii ^jwU^>Jl o^bwwoj \<A& .(t A"! * i £ Vo ^ <. £ "IVY") !tAo^l?>-'yI \ J&j\j (o £ *) 

4^*- .<c^vJl dJJj Jj jj (J^ ^ cf-LL« 4_Ul ^>- jj aLJ^.T 

. ( 0 ^ l t !^ij C ^UJI) . >■_wLJolj ^p 

p ^ ^ Ip - —Qo—v2_i I wQp’ 1 y) I LoJ j>- c(<ij) (3jj (j-> (j-* U jy>-\ Jli (T XX ^ /tV*\/i) 4>cj jlj ^^>-1 .Y* 

^jL>Jl ja\s* Lja>- J*)Ij jjI bjA>- jaJL jj-vJ) jA<Jl wL^_>- Aoj>^ ^ a<>j>-1 UjJj>- (^aj) »Uj>^ 

^j^3j ^ JJl JolS” :cJli ^»l Lgjp JJl 4 _AjIp ^jp ^j| j^p (^Jjj t4_ij) ^)1 ^jj ^s>xj j^p (<ui c_a!i>c>3) 
l)1^-^ l)| !<JJl J J^J b dJj!3 (,a]S <ba(1)15 4 jU l)L^J> Lslj I j^* 3 ^J)*^l (jb^ 0 ^ ^>- 4^5 (jb^Jo 

o^Lp Ulj ^L>-l (^si5o oi (-^>1 j (jb^-J> Lg_L>-l c^iS" <c^> cjj-oj AjI aAjIp L i Jlii 4 aj-v^j b)l cf-LJ| j 

.^JUs J^C-J 

AJLJ>t 1 i oJ_ft> ^ ^jA Al^Jl oJ_ft> ^ ^ 2 ^ 3 ! ! JUL3 aJlj> c_vS? CJ _^aJI cIDa I. A+/9 Ji 4 U CUjIS” ijl^vO f-UaP Jli . t 

jjJlj c ^ VY /V ^ J^J Ajb>c_v2Jl cLUj ^3 4^>-a 1 bij b)LjJl ^SCjj ^jaI (j-* J *J wUaJI (jli ! Jli 

.(JJ^rj Y 0 Ac'.^a ^3 (31jj-^ cYV ^yp toljl y~p-j (lajw? 3 ^" y* o-^b-Alj c t * Y /V !j 

.4JwvJl ^3 Ojaj ^jA Jl>-I 4^3 Ail cibl^J t(l)bx-^ A)a IaLv 3 ^ J U^> • Jl® jb^ ^ *UaP ^ .0 

j^p (3jj J^ 3 tbjjL* AjJj <U3j I j_a> !4 a 1 jp a<»j>ca Jli .(^A o v /YYV /'l ;4^b> ^A1 s^2a) 

! Jli t4»Jp liji ja jl^vo f-liaP J^P 4 t<Cws^P Jyl ^P (V^Y 0) (£JJ • • • Ab*)b^>-1 
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y y>-\ jldj cdu^L?*-! c_jLJI yj jJL) (Jb-> *1 Aiilaj iA_bj ...db-^l L)d*^> y* 4 ygdi y 

.(^^aldl JscY’Y’V /*\ yl *—a'-ygdl oULl*dl) .(jSLaJI jta: 1 * o—X ^ ^ /V) j^dw<dl jwd! ^a L)L>-UJl oj 

‘Allamah AlusI reconciled the differences in Ruh al-Maanr. 

aJJI Jli ^dl ASjddlj AldJb d^<dl L)d*_J> y> <. 4ygdi Aid aJI yS <J y Adp AldJl od_fc> ^3 jjJjidl 0 a_L>A1 y 2 -*-> db 

* * * f- ■$ 

tLgjlijlj L&^oULa y~*^ jjjJij l)jS\ f-L-jol d*)\J h&L&i 0L> <■_ j[>-\j [4 :jUjJI] ^»dL>- jA ^JiT <3 yt Lg-%3 Lg-^s L*J 

tbd*_J> <■ Aid ^3 dibj JgjJl>e_<dl ^3 c)d ^»*)ddl |t-gdp < '-^t)ddJ jJ-ilJLdl dLL) jLg-bj. ^bllj y dlJSj 

Adp JjlSda jUa^s^/lj CjljLdlj (3ljj^fl A>c_^vJ £_3wUS cd^J-kdl ^j-a Lgjbjl ^Jl Lg-od~Jj y jJ^lddl dlij old ctdldlj 

A^lp j-wd I^\ (Jdp'd A>c_^*uj t^*)ddl Adp ^Jjj*J>- '»_d~>dlj J^P-1J^'J ^j^>dlj ^IjjJl J <—>Jy>3\ Aj>c_^vJj |»*)ddl 

jjdLlI Aid ^3j Jb^N^ dygdi Aid ^3 jdL> ^J**3j . j dill Aid y dibj Ojdl dLLa ^\ ^oL/ 2 ^dl A_>c_dj C|»*!)ddl 

t C_ ^^di Aid ^^"^d-vv^dJ ^>dLdl ^d Laj jljPI Aj ^jJ-O La od_fc> ^3 j ! ^3j . ^a*!>ddlj AS"jdlj j^>d! Lg-^3 ^dI 

jli il? t. £ ^ "l /£ ^1 j^dl \SSj . ^ jX * i^Lstdl ^jj) • d 1->«JI AjlJL>c_> ^IpI ^JL^j aJJI^ Cj_^ d^ dli-a < ~~ 3 y*~t y° ^U-w-1 

. (o J j*j <Lvdj«Jl ^j5L)I 

c_jIA5sJI) .jwhflJl aU ^3 Lg_)L)jl ^\ Lg-o-L^voj dd^-Jo ya ./ad! Aid ^3 1 *2 j 2 j i ^>-j j& dJl L)1 ^xLvP jyl ^y>r■>✓?]! jjI 

!Lg-^3 ^|^3 aJU (|t~dL>- ^al ^js” ^3yy Lg-^) i^L^j aJ ji ^3 j^d y^\ yj Lu> L)j-^j L)i ^L/2 j Id^j !jjw<dl ^1 j^d! ^a /^ * ijldlj 

.( £ ^ t /Y* • J^d^ ^lj*dl y IaS^j) • ^-3*)L>- 'y jAill Aid ! ya A .>/gdi Aid Lg-)| 

(^ 0 ^ /V -j^Ad^ ^Ij-dl) . jwtdl Aid y y^\ ^5 jj o?-ljdl Aid y y>c^]\ ^jJJl y* Ld y ^I dj->^ d^ • (SJJJ • d^d A-dj 

Shaykh 'Abdullah bin Muhammad al-Siddlq al-Ghumari reconciled the differences between the 8 
narrations after quoting them: 

(l)d*_J> ya cAs^adl Aid y A ■> */? 3 *)! i <2J3j aJJI d| idb AJP aI_! I J^dp y* y>r«/9 li jjI o^jj d-) ^ 0 J>dl AAj jb dldvJ i)\ ddj 

^\ |t-da jAill Aid l)IS” ISI 3 dd^Jo yo <. Aid J 9 yA> c_^Jl ^jIJl y f-d^O La ^/?a^ ld_fti >-J CjA^Jl Aid y L^jljjl ^\ Lg-d-^vOJ 
tAj Jxo La ^_dvJo »*lLLa ^JS IjdL&j AjLs>v -*0 ^ dlLa ^\j yAJLS >*^0 OJ-^d^ dLLa ^\ ^»dwv3 oL^23 Lo_> <^J3j L>c_s^? A5d*)ddl 

‘‘ 3 jdJ \j j\ y 2 -^ Jij ^Jj 3 y*i - Jb <ty>- |tdpl aUIj ld& ^ \ jLIl (^do- y»\ J5" 3 y*i • Jdj aJj3 yj 

Aid y J^3 LAjJwLAjj L^JohS" Lai tLgJ y Idj-<di A5d*)ddl Aid y£ C^L.>,d^-di L)i j~Oj 

.^^f-alLd! aIJ wU>->dlj Lg-P-U/? vUj ^ jldl Idfti y AjjLs^l<dl (J^ ( Jwo-Ju £_o_>cj id-gjj 0 j^S”-Ldl I ^3 Lod” dd^Jo 4->/?’) 

:1 s it ^ — Y * y> tohA-^ y ^_jL/aril <LLJ y oLdl y~^~') 

Imam Fakhr al-DIn al-Razi writes in his famous tafsir 


5 



Dar al-Ifta’, Dar al-‘Ulum Zakariyya, South Africa 


Virtues and rulings of the night of emancipation 


^ *kLJ (j| !j jJ JAJ ^y 3 l- Ji 4 JJ ^t-wwJ2j 4 jI (^JJ ~\i 4j| ^^wJl ' 

jwkijl I 0*1jJl jAjri ! cLgjbjl (_^j. jAdJl *kLJ l)^ taU to*l jJl 4 JJ ^3 jj.iljLoJ! jAJL aJJI l)| !(Jli 4 jI 

la.oJ' _^x)l p-Lw»-| jtac£A* / \ \ Jl \j aS \j ■»? L< -d' I 




Fasting on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

Most of the elder scholars have stated that fasting on the 15 th of Sha’ban is mustahabb due to the 
narration found in Sunan IbnMdjah, even though this narration is extremely weak, although not mawdu, 
according to the scholars of hadith. That being said, this action cannot be given the status of sunnah. 


Explicit statements of Akdbir Ulamd’ regarding the istihbab of fasting on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

Our senior scholars have also counted the fast of the 15 th of Sha’ban among the mustahabbdt, kindly 
observe their statements: 

1. Had rat Mufti Muhammad Kifayatullah grand Mufti of Hind has stated this fastis mustahabb. He states 
in Ta ’lim al-lsldm\ 

Question: Which fasts are mustahabb ? 

Answer: After fard, wdjib, and sunnah fasts all other fasts are mustahabb. However, some fasts are such 
that the reward for them are greater. For instance, the six fasts of Shawwal, the fast on the 15 th of 
Sha’ban... ( Ta’lim al-lslam , v.4 p.187, Maktabah al-Bushra). 

2. Hadrat Mufti* Azlzur Rahman former head mufti of Dar al-TJIum Deoband stated that it is mustahabb 
in Fatdwd Dar al- ‘IJlum Deoband: 

Answer: .. .However, it is mentioned in the noble hadith that one should remain awake in worship on 
the 15 th night of Sha’ban and one should fast on the following day, therefore, fasting on the 15 th of 

Sha’ban is mustahabb. If one does so he will be rewarded and if not then there is no problem in that. 

(Fatdivd Dar at- ‘Utfmi Deoband, v.6 p.500) 

3. Hadrat Mainland Ashraf ‘All Thanwl states in Behishti Zeivar. 

The night of Bard’ah has establishment that the 15 th night and the 15 th morning are blessed and 
honored. Our Messenger » has encouraged keeping awake on its night and fasting in its morning. On 
that night our Messenger » would go to the graveyard of Madlnah and beseech Allah for the 
forgiveness of its inhabitants. ( Behishti Zeivar, v.6 p.60, DdrtilIshaaf) 

In Din ki Bdtain it is written: 
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Fasting on the night of Bard’at (the following day) and 6 days in the month of Id holds great merit 
and reward. (Kh/ddsah Behishti Zeivar, p.212) 

4. Hadrat Maw land Sayyid Zawwar Husayn Sahib quoted the hadith in the chapter of mustahabb 
(preferred) fasts in his book ‘Umdat al-Fiqk 

“(Preferred fasts) number 8: the fasting of the month of Sha’ban... Hadrat ‘All narrates that Nabi ® 
said: ‘When the half of the month of Sha’bdn dawns upon you then stand in the night (in worship) and 
fast in the day.’ Ibn Majah has narrated it.” {Vwdat al-Fiqh, v.3 p.187) 

5. Faqih al-Ummat Hadrat Mufti Mahmud Hasan Sahib chief mufti of Ddrul ‘FSlum Deoband wa Saharanpur 
stated in his fatwd\ 

‘Question: In our location in the previous year the fast of the 15 th of Sha’bdn was not observed because 
it is not established in any Sahih hadith; is this correct? 

Answer: 


aJUI Ob cL&jLgj I y*j LgJIJ i ya .. aU IS) :‘Ft aUI (Jli itjli a^p aUI *■ d\S> ^>1 yj ^Qp CF 

\j£ Ml i.\j£ Ml aJIpU Ml tAijjU (jj yuwi Ml iaJ fkli f jMl :tUjJl I. ijpd djy 


. ) ) o A_AjjA .A^>-L« yj\ 


'JJ 




This narration is in Ibn Majah on page 100. The chain of this narration is weak; using weak narration 
to establish virtuous actions is permitted: 


aUI oLA? f oA y° aj a.*.t?\\ yo L« "klddd a^HMl fs Q&bAl Q&I .xp 


.^I5b>-Mlj aJ M L>_& jAj Japl jAIj (JHpMI .g a\\£ AJ3 A jAj ^1 j>S\j d*k>S\£ ^15^-Mlj ^Iaj 




Therefore, labeling this fast as an innovation, when there is a narration regarding it, is not correct. 
And Allah knows best. (Fatawa Mahmudiyyah, p.203-204). 

6 . Shaykh ‘Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi considered this fast established and used the narration of 
Ibn Majah as proof. He states in Md thabata bi al-Sunnah : 

: Jli a^p aUI *_JIT ^>1 yj jQp y& :jlSMMl_9 a^p^MI L« ^1 y° * - a./? Jl aLJ ^L£ aJAI bl2L*Jl 

(Y'rY'—r oa^ t aAL u)... cj JjAI . L&jLgj lj^ LgilJ I y=> f&s y* * - a < vj I aH ojIS” lij: ^ aJlS I d j A Li 

7. It is written in IsldmiFiqk 

It is also sunnah to fast on the 15 th of Sha’bdn as well as six days in the month of Shaivivdl. Fasting on 
the 15 th of Sha’bdn and spending the night in worship and visiting the graveyard to pray for the 
forgiveness of the deceased is mentioned in the hadith. (JslamtFiqh, v.l p.417). 
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8 . Mufti Taqi Sahib writes: 

“Explanation of the ‘ulama’ regarding the istihbdb of the 15 th of Sha’ban: Hakim al-Ummat Mujaddid e 
Millat Had rat Maw land Ashraf ‘All Th anwl Quddisa Sirruhu states: ‘It is mustahabb to fast on the 15 th of 
Sha’ban.”’ ( Zairnlal-Sunnah, p.10). 

9. HadratMuftiA’zam e PakistanMuftiShaff Sahib, may Allah have mercy upon him, also has included 
this fast among the masnun a’mdl. , i.e. it is mustahabb to fast on the day of the 15 th . 

10. Allamah Qutbuddin Muhaddith Dehlawi, may Allah have mercy upon him, includes the fast of the 
15 th in the chapter of optional fasts in his commentary of Mishkdh, Mazdhir e Haqq, v.2 p.364. 

(Summarized from: Shabb e Bara at ki Haqiqat, p.74-77, written by Mufti Taqi ‘UthmanI Sahib Madd Ziltuhii). 


The ruling regarding fasting on the 15 th of Sha’bdn according to the fuqahd’ of the Mdlikimadhhab 

\ Si ^\ft) .tjLocJa y> .. a ^\£_a ^SLILdl dlJdwdl *_ )ft\ ft^ ft* ./?Jl 

(fj** ji^uhy /\ 

i.e. Shaykh Dirdlr MalikI also considered the fast of the 15 th of Sha’bdn to be mustahabb. 

. (V o * /Y ^ f. ( yLal& 5 -jU-) . *LoL»j j^Jl ^L’ill j- «/?Y3 y> .. a ^y y*jy : ^jlbJl ieJab- ft ^ 

IT* ft^ iljl yd oh*-Ja y> .. a ./?'Jl ^y ^y& j TT...^b La J ^ olj^J^a ys ft aall ftj 

.0 “i \ ojLJl fts> jJl 

(V Y V i^aJUJI fts* cjbLxJl *U3) . Oh*-Ja dr 3 * * v-L 1 ^y ^y& (oL^abdl yd) • obLd! 4 JL 9 ftj 


The ruling regarding fasting on the 15 th of Sha’bdn according to the fuqahd’ of the Shdft’imadhhab 

Fasting on this day is stated to be sunnah in Fatawd Famali and the hadith is stated to be acceptable as 
proof: 

Shaykh Ibn Hajar al-Haytaml answers in al-Fatdwd al-Fiqhiyyah al-Kubrd\ 


LSjlxil!) . 


► \ c^o~c>sJ! i 


■ ya S ftzft\ ^LA I 4_L>a>- ya <j ft ya J y Lg-ajJ f* J Lai J * jU-U 


.(A * /Y t<_$ jfi I 


.(o • i 


/X <U4>*J ya 4. Q . /? 'J I ^ yS ft Aa y£> ^JJs> IS| La Lgjca aj fts Laj 
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The ruling regarding fasting on the 15 th of Sha’bdn according to the, fuqahd’ oi the Hanbali madhhab 
tjli oLijMl t j ^-jbx^Ml fi f ffi]\ fi oU*2jMI fi 

AS”! t.^sys*~o Jl fis Aj ^y>-^...^y>S\ ^^Ml ^*—^>eUvj !4j|J_gJl * ol * >\s£ fi 

.( ^ A ] 0 :^Jjj]\ y I jSj .X £ V /X’.*~}y^z}\ yj* 43 yt^a y . jL^ajMl). . . I*.. A ,/?'JI 

Shaykh Mardawt Hanbali stated in his book “ al-lnSd.fi that Shaykh Ibn al-Jawzt wrote in “ al-Mustaw’ib ” 
that the fast of the 15 th of Sha’bdn is the most emphasized fast among the fasts of the month of 
Sha’ban. 


j-*h .11 ^L1 aAs- 

. ( ^ X^y> k^jajUaJ).. . 


ya aJU a^ ^4^ yA *— a v_ajUaJ fi ^Lcj>*JI (Jlij 

w. y--^ A^a y£3S>^j ya Aj> l../? i ^oMl Sij ^jS” y* Lg-«hv^ 


Ibn Rajab Hanbali stated that the ruling regarding the 15 th of Sha’bdn was revealed with emphasis. 

From the mentioned quotations of the fuqahd’ it is apparent as day that the Malikiyyah, Shdfi’iyyah, and 
Handbilah consider this fast as mustahabb. 


Statements of the ?nuta’akhkhmn Ahndf regarding a ruling that has not been mentioned in the books 
of the mutaqaddimm but is mentioned in books of other madhdhib 

When an issue is not explicitly mentioned in the books of the Ahndf and is mentioned explicitly in 
books of other madhdhib and it is in accordance to the principles of the Hanafi madhhab, then our 
scholars of the Hanafi madhhab quote the mas’alah from other madhdhib and then state: 

t W £ / 0 .oLIj M Li Js\fij djdLlJl fi ol j y* I.A 4 J ^ ys> y° jl y*A\ fi > cj ^jjl tjli L^S” coLIj M 

Similarly, Alldmah ShamI, Alldmah Tahtawi and other fuqahd’ have stated this in various places. For 
further reading see: (fiatawd al-Shami, Hdshiyat al-Tahtarn, Majma’ al-Anhur, al-Lubdb and other books 
of fiqh). 


The hadith of Stman Ibn Mai ah and statements regarding it 

dill jU I yfi yS J I4U \ya jAS OlotCi .. A ./?'J| dU d^jlS” ISI^ dUl (J (JIS !(JIS ASS dill * Jlh ^)l yj ^ip y& 

1115 Ml cIJ lS - Ml aJLpU fiy* Ml tAiJjU <jjyuwi Ml td fisli fi ^jJ3 'yl ! JtLojJl f-Lo-oJ <-Afi 

c. h<,/ 9 \Jl ‘lLJ ^9 9 -\>- L> 1VAT T /VVA /r !1 ^ ^.3.^.11 j a .,/g‘Jl 4-LJ ^ ?-L>- L« ^ a^-Ls 1 
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In the entire corpus of hadith literature there exists only one hadith through which the fast of the 15 th 
of Sha’bdn is known; however, muhadithin have spoken extensively in criticism of this hadith and many 
treatises have been compiled, despite this, they have not claimed that it is fabricated. 

In the sanad of this narration there is a narrator who is criticized by the name of Abu Bakr bin Abl 
Sabrah, the summary of the criticism is given below: 

Abu Bakr bin Abl Sabrah is da’if, there is no difference of opinion regarding this. Imam al-Bukhari only 
said ‘He is weak’. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said he was a fabricator of hadith, however, the era of Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal was at a much later time, it is for this reason, perhaps, that he did not have fill 
knowledge about him. Most scholars have stated that he (Ibn Abl Sabrah) was the mufti and qddi of 
three great cities of Islam: Makkah al-Mukarramah, al-Madlnah al-Munawwarah and ‘Iraq, his teachers 
were great scholars and his students were famous personalities. Therefore, labeling him a wadi’ al- 
hadith (fabricator) is illogical. How can the qddi and mufti of three great cities be a fdsiq and fd.fr (open 
sinner)? 

A thiqah (strong and reliable) narrator is he who applies the rules of shari’ah upon himself, and a qddi 
is he who applies the rules of shari’ah upon others. Among the conditions and qualities of a qddi is that 
he must be an individual who avoids major sins and is not persistent in committing minor sins. A 
wadi’ al-hadith is one who commits major sins and is considered a fdsiq-, can such an individual be 
appointed as a judge? The accolades of qddi and mufti themselves denote tawthiq (reliability of a 
narrator). 

Yes, he is daif (weak); the reason for his weakness is that he was not engrossed in the transmission of 
hadith, rather, he was involved in judging and issuing fatwas. This is just like how Imam Hafs bin 
Sulayman was called a wadi’al-hadith (see: tahdhib al-kamdl\ 7/15); however, this is incorrect because he 
was extensively involved in the field of qird’ah, therefore, calling him da //would be correct. In short, 
labeling Ibn Abl Sabrah as daif is correct and labeling him as wadi al-hadith is not plausible. 

In addition to this, some muhaddithin have stated that a narrator is wadi’ al-hadith while others have 
claimed that he is thiqah. Such narrators have been accepted by our Akdbir (elder scholars), i.e. they 
have not considered the statements of some scholars that so-and-so narrator is a wadi’ al-hadith when 
they have not mentioned a correct and logical reason for doing so. For example, Imam Malik has called 
Muhammad bin Ishaq: iH-U-jJl ^ jU-a, however, they have accepted his narrations. Similarly, Imam 

Hafs bin Sulayman’s qird’ah and narration is accepted. 

In summary, the narrations of Ibn Abl Sabrah will be accepted; yes, his narrations will be considered 
da’f and it is not correct to consider them mawdu’ (fabricated). 

Shams al-Din al-Dhahabl states in Tdrikh al-Isldm\ 


c-llap^ t^ iy*A Cy t A told I ^^ jdl to j.yi dill ys* yj jSd 
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^ji ! Jli j^p ^^hp lSjjj • ^-hoJI dl^" j-J Jlij. • *° j^J (_£jl>«J^ 

!j j, s^woJl jj! (Jli j^p c (£JJJ • • • ^O”^” (jd d- 5 ""^ h^S” (_5^ d| <.<L+jJj>- o (_£-Op • Jbi^ ^j»bJ! aJp 

(the meaning of ‘mashyakhaW is leader, is it possible that the people of a^lJI y* AO-oJb ^ y* tdUU b 
i^LoJl Jlij to^1 y>\j toj^-Ul a^Lo ^J\ y>\j t^i J ^1 :cJii (Madinah made a wadi’al-hadith their leader? 
tA*-pL>-l y* tAo^L>-l Jli ! JjJL) o jy* y> L>1 c—*-<»--»> t j-o-p -0>_>c_« Ui !-0*—o Jlij...0-u~0>Jl Jj jl& 

^CjJcs- !o ^)\ Jli ^ Jli -0 >j>-I Jlij .aAp L^jI j& *)!j c^Lp dd d* d* tAoA>- t_Jl aJ cooSo oL>- 

AO*> obs !J-*—o Jlij .g-lygdl j o^j Jb pbJ-P y* olS” Jli. . .^1 ^pJlj Jt)b>Jl tAo Jj>- t_Jl 0 


twUSvJl jb tOY'OjOY'V/^* y*)0-^M ^djlj) .^»Ji... aJJI wO^p y> ^bjJ aSJj e-jAs • .-ilAi-u Ajbaj 

I j$\j tT^t - /A !jo~ 4 ^ jt> j-^^-^j tc jj j*j t_oSdl jb!Js cVV^—YAV / \ £ '. .rioO ^»jlj) . o^lyo*>^\J 

X ^ * A —) * y /W JU5^I j ^jbdl ‘U^Sbs; J» 11 o A / ^ ;a*_w« l£ oUJaJlj toLsjJL 


.(<JL»Jl 4 _^w«j> 9 iJ? t tT^ 1 /a ^^jlj) .oL^ dl$"o • ^*cj^li^ ^cj^li Jlio 


Some scholars did not agree with Imam Ahmad labeling him as a wadi 9 al-hadith; it is for this reason 
that they did not mention this opinion and restricted themselves to tawthiq. See Takmilat al-Ikmak 

JuP y> dL j o jy y> aJJI -Op (31>=-^°| ^jp tA^A>- O-Ujl (A^ 4 -Op y> oj^wu aUI -Op jjIj 

: Jjij ,jm jj co*-w c^jjaJI ^»Lp Jlij j>U-a ^ (jljjJl -Opj aip (5jj ^1 ^r! iy. ^ dJl 

i»l dJho i_5^ tlri , ^ <> - >c -^ Jbj aO-o»- ^>~o ^j^J^ J JjA (_^ Cy j^ j-t 

.(T A*\ /r -Op ^jj -Oj->e«o j5b <_3Lo-S*^/1 aOOsJ) . AO-0 <Jl cA^ 4 0 ^ I ^ ^ J LilS j J I ^ I ^J_C' ^ g JL*~>T_^ I 


Shams al-Dtn Dhahabi wrote an extensive biography of him in Sijar A''lam al-Nubala, in the 
beginning he states: 

Oajij’- ^y> —... (^1 

Meaning that due to him not involving himself in the field of hadfth , he was weak in hadith. This is 
substantiated by the statement of Imam Bazzar who stated that he was ^J. 


For more information see: WL.^Ji 5_ -y :J» ^rrY-rr • /v :olji j.^ul j~*) 
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The Virtue of the 15 th of Sha’ban 

In many masajid there is a speech on the night of the 15 th of Sha’bdn about the virtues of this night and 
people stay awake for the whole night spending it in Saldh and du’d’. Some people deny the narrations 
regarding the virtue of this night and say that there is no specific form of worship that is established 
for this night. Others involve themselves in gatherings of worship, merriment and innovation. There 
are three groups of scholars in regards to the night of the 15 th of Sha’ban: 

1. The first group claims that there is no hadith that is established in this regard, rather, it is just like 
every night. The ah adith mentioned in this regard is either da’if or mail’d//’. 

2. The second group is the opposite of the first group: they consider the virtue of this night to be in 
the level of wajib , and encourage gathering in the masjid and engaging in various innovations. 

Both of these groups are involved in both ends of the spectmm of being extreme and lenient. 

3. The third group states that the virtue of this night is established in the ahadith, although, some are 
Sah/h, some are hasan, and others da’if. From the entirety of them we know that it is established that 
worshipping on this night is mustahabb. However, it is compulsory to avoid innovations and that which 
is not established in shari’ah. 


Narrations regarding the Virtue of the 15 th of Sha’ban 

J LX-3 i . asi'.\\ iLJ y 4il>- aUI : Jli ^ ^ (olio) y jU>- y] ^^>-1 ■) 

c_vs? Aj>- ! I (J IS . o A_&l yij t«Ao A>- ! I Jli . ^j^-l-^Aa y J jAbJ ^ j4_iL>- 

ys jj\j (.J y> aAJI A-*Pj aJxj y* J L/ 2 XJ l^ */?XJ AJL) jb yds 4j L>r a/3 1 l yds ApLjJ>- 

\ \ t t /Y \ A /r As>z^s>t -,d> 1' ^ *P aD| A_AjI_P^ t<AJb y) C_i y&^ (,y) A1 l J^ 3 tO j-> I 

yA A a /9 Jl iLJ <uU J1 Jsrj yp Til ^lk, : Jli M JUl J y^j ol ^ y* aUI wLp y& t( ""l 1 & T ) oAA^**« ^5 wLo-?*-l ^ y*~^ • ^ 

.AXv^J ^jjl C-AX ■>,/? 1 .)tA<oj IA^iJ oA_&l y*- 3 Jli . y*J3j Jjli J y>~ LlAa yjJ*)l *)l \ O^LxJ l)Lx_A> 

Jl aU J aJJ \ ! JLa 3 ... ^JLJL j-& bU cx^>- aU ^ aJJI J y*j oAJts ! cJli cL^xp ^jl_*j aJJI y^ j a_AjIp y& . V* 

y U k —>\j cVT yfr oUl I^J jX_J> ^Ap yds jZS ^ Lj jJ 1 f-Lo-wJl ^ \ <1) L—X_Jo y/s 

y> .(oLxA y aLJ 


Lg-Aa L> oAj A>c-s^2Jlj t OJ *)\j (J jlz}\ 0-La <AoA>Jl <1)1 J jiJ l 14j>c-J>r .>^11 Jli 

( ^ * V y&) A>t^w<Jl £^aJI ttAowb>Jl \jjts y <jl^Jl j-& l^i” AjA^xJ l 2JI y° <ujL^o CA-^l^ La bAP 

^-gA>a A>-1 1)15” t aJp ^LoAP ^/1 L>~« y~\3 l)bxA> ys a+/9 Jl <lLJ 
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. j^»Jl j-& ^l-*5 aUIj Cclbwb ° j>cjJl 1-^-* L?«Ag_>eJl £~oj |»Apj y» ^jj! (Jj-Sil lAk Jj-1-^1 

.ou i/tu/r) 


taU (jL^Jo C-jL^aJl 5LJ jlS lil : Jli * ^Jl :^UJl J ^ jU ^p i(rAn) jLA/l ^ J J^J\ fU)/l y\. t 

y ^olj>- J o^ILw« 4 .i]jW jl Lgj>-jA) aJIj ^1 ^2-pl A>-l <JL~j aJopU ^JjLa> y* aJ ji-pU Cj^LjcI^s Jjfc> ^bw« 


However, in Khara’itPs sanad, instead of Jami’ bin Sabih there is Muhammad bin Bakkar. See: (Musawi 
al-Akhlaq, p.226, no.496). 

ya <. a*j9'*}\ *lLJ Calls’ ^ 4 JJI (J j-^>j (J 15 (Jli AlP aJJI ^)1 ^i_P (j^ ^ V* A A) <L>-Ls ^jj! ^1 I ^ y>-\ . 0 

U* ^ *) J j Aj£**j> ya ^/1 ! (J JLs (.UjJl c-H^ jjd (Jy^j aUI (jls cL&jLgj I J LgJU IJis 

. 0 j^> ^jI y^jl ^1*. h I w. .y>ui]\ Jlaj y~>- IwiS” S/1 IdS” S/1 a^sIpIS J-^- 0 S/1 Aijjli y jyUw« 

The author of Tnhfat al-Ahivadhi states after citing many ahaditk 

!(_£i*bb*j) . JpI JL*j aLJ (jh*-**> v. a a/U a!-./? 9 d^o J AjI ^_Pj ( Jp a>&j>- LgP yoj>z^*j doil^-S/1 oJ_^3 

(nv/t 


There are many more ahadith than those that were mentioned; for more information the following 
treatises are beneficial: 

a^p ^c-^JlU t(l)L^a> y> v..^<i<gdl aLJ l.J i j ^*JLp i-l? c^jLoAJI jj a^?*^ jj aUI aap ^c- aJJ cil)k*-a> cxaJI oLJl 

-(e^ J»-'W:i‘AA ( _/i" iz.(_/ ji'f&bij' j j^Jl a^SS 1 --l 3 ^>^11 a*p eJJJu 

After citing the ah adith regarding the benefits and rulings of the 15 th of Sha’bdn it is written: 

‘From this explanation it is known that in the night of the 15 th of Sha’bdn Allah’s special attention and 
mercy and His forgiveness for all except for some and due to these benefits the virtue of this night is 
known through many ahadith. Many of these ah adith, although are da’if on their own, but altogether 
they are at least hasan and reaches the level of Sahih. According to the most reliable opinion of the 
muhaddithin and fuqahd’, da’ifhadith can be used in establishing virtues if the correct conditions are met. 
(P-88) 


Visiting the Cemetery on the night of the 15 th of Sha’ban 

Visiting the cemetery on the night of the 15 th of Sha’bdn, visiting the deceased, performing actions of 
isdl al-thaivdb and asking for their forgiveness is mustahabb and is established from the hadith of NabI 
Although the narration is weak, the muhaddithin are unanimous that da’ifhadith can be used to 
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establish virtuous actions; however, because this only happened one time in the entire blessed life of 
Nabi ® that he visited the cemetery on the night of the 15 th of Sha’bdn then it cannot be labeled as a 
sunnah and should not be done with punctuality and given great importance. One should also avoid all 
types of blameworthy actions. 


dU_p aUI 01 caSi c^JLJL) j_& tab y >&3 d-J dJl dJl dC jAa 3 !ddb aAjIp ^j_p 

cUjJI ya c. a a/9 Ji d-J Jp dJl 0 } I JIa 3 tcihhvo CAJl dLl CAlb tdJl d L> • CAb td 

C^L>cJ>dl bAj A>- 4j>-jJl ld_fc> 43 jA ,j ^ t4_Ajlp cLoA>- . I ^>1 <. jldl ^3 j • <—dS” j-*-A 3 Ap jAa-3 

. dr 4 olbjl ^L>t>dlj coj jP ^jA ^o-wo jbS” dri db J . bA A>d I lA& c- a * *di 1 Ao->=-4 CA*-o-~«yj 

(bb*A y* c. a*/s J' <dJ *l>- A i—A tVTt^A«ydl ^y^o) 


t ^ 0 * ^ i^jjj coJJ-wv^ ^3 A^aj>- Apj c T A * ^ A !y>j toA^~« Au>-lj tjb*A c. A/gJl dLJ ^y *L>- A t»A c ^ VAVy>j t<L>-A :UjJ. 


.vr :^J y t rAS t /t a • /r :au,)/l y 


.(T *\ * ^ Ai^ij oUJAb!) .4plli4j'yj olbjl Jy cb* */? 1 o^lud ^AUll db 


!4Pj^dl jlb-'y 1 ^y dpjiJ^dl 1 ^3 ^ySslJl ^y>dl wUp da'AdI db 


l)LojV 1 4^>-A <Jaa>J f-lb »*_ <l£ oIp j-hdl obljj ol^Ldl lo-> o?-ljdl 4 IJ ‘ jLj>eAol *)! 

Lgj>- y>-\ y>-\ dAob*-1 c_jldl ...^aJL> jjfc bb y>«-3 caJJ! dj—°j CjAa 3 !cjb 4_dolp *AoA>- Lg-lbl d^*J ...tip j3jA ^jP 

j^bJl djj o^Ldl 4 LJJI ddlj di (_^-p db dbdlj 1 ^3 ^Sddl dri^ ^bs 0 j^J 

.(dwdUJl ^5^1 jl^ 4 A ^ /> :bjijxJl .ol Ip^j 


It is written in Fataiva Hindijyah : 

^vw^-dJl CA-vdl dr^’" ®dOdl Axj 4jco^>dl ojbjJlj CA^dlj 4j«-oJ>dlj ( j^^»j>dlj I ^jj 4joj 1 ojbjJl ^bl 

(To* jo 4iJ b>-^> ^ 45”^yuJl JUJI ^3 jtgdl y>-\ ^3 J-yj jl^Jl dji ^ ( j^oJ>dl 


Cooking various dishes and giving sweets on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

To make different kinds of foods and sweets on the 15 th of Sha’bdn and give them to people is not 
established. If this is a general practice which is done on other days as well then it will also be 
permissible to do on the 15 th of Sha’bdn, otherwise singling out this day for this action will fall under 
the category of including customs in din and it will be compulsory to leave this action. 

There is a hadith in Sahih Muslim. 
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r 


.isddyi 




jl tWU 


oljj) ^ Iaa Ljj^l ya dlil JIS dJli dUl AjLjlp y£- 


.(atui 


It is written in Fatdivd Mahmudiyyak 

Those things which are not necessary in shari’ah to think they are necessary and to treat a mubdh 
(permissible) action as if it is wdjib or sunnah is incorrect, by doing this that action becomes muakruh. 

IdS” j os-l yi}\ y^juj oj^dl y^jc£ o jj ^_c-j ^S^3i 

(xrr / y) ljuuji 


It is not even permissible to persist on performing a mustahabb action, 


.k&ljSCil A-khj * 


For these reasons it is not correct to give sweets on the 15 th of Sha’bdn, those who state that this 
prohibition is baseless most likely do not have the above factors in mind. 


Beautifying the Masjid on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

Shari’ah has encouraged many types of worship on the 15 th of Sha’bdn such as: nawdfil, tildwah, dhikr, 
tasbihdt, du’d’, istighfdr and others. However, it does not encourage beautifying the masjid, therefore, 
decorating the masjid, hanging lights outside as well as inside, and other forms of adornment are 
impermissible and should be avoided. Yes, it is permissible to clean the masjid and light incense or 
other fragrances so that worshippers can worship in ease. 

It is written in Tanqih al-Fatdipd al-Hdmidiyyak 


gy .. a aUS” Addl ya JU O j^dl do .IjxJl o j^Sdl yj-ildjJl ya OldUl ya ytS ® ^SkoJl ya 

v 3ys U A -^r3 j^ jldL oLipY ^>ooJl oL&Loio S j3S dUT j*aj>**3 

(J j y>- dlkJl OLaII y*> J^>LdoJl ya dUi ^1 p 

— I HojI y 3 ~ dUl doj>-j — yjy}\ yj3> I^p J^LioJl yo dUi y ^3 1^-*® 

0 Lod Ul Ad 0 jS* j j$-3> i_j dlS” Jj>o~~oJl y\ j .^lp (jl j^>xj AjL — , * ' c ^JIaj dUl 

(roH/Y gJ3) ,U jJ-3 


It is written in Fatdwd Mahmudiyyak 

Worshipping in the night, fasting in the day, if one gets the opportunity then to furtively visit the 
cemetery and pray for the deceased; all of these should be done. Other tilings such as lighting the 
masjid, performing nafl prayers in jamd’ah, conducting a gathering in the cemetery, preparing sweets and 
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other non-established actions should all be avoided... For the night of ddadr and Bard’ah shard’ah has 
specified and encouraged worship, nawdfil, tildwah, dhikr, tasbih, du’b’, istighfar; it did not encourage 
decorating the masjid with flowers... however, there is proof for scenting the masjid so that worshippers 
can enjoy worship. (FatdivdMahmudiyyah, 3 / 253-26?), jdmi’ahfdrnqiyjah). 


How much worship constitutes Qiyam al-Layl? 

Whenever there is any merit and virtue mentioned for any night then that does not mean that one 
must worship for the entire night, rather, one can worship, recite etc. for some portion of the night 
and the virtue of that night will be attained and will be counted as qijdm al-layl. It is mentioned in a 
haddth that one who performs the Ishd Saldh in congregation then it is as if he has performed Saldh for 
half of the night, then if he performs Fajr in congregation then it is as if he spent the entire night in 
worship. 


^ a * 1 L - Qj coJo-j cc_j o*>h^ jlip y jLdP : Jli cojll gy 

c.L>jl5b c-Ld*Jl c^JLp^ kill *dJl (J 

(ioi/\ ^L-,,1 jj) Beds' JJdl UJlSd 


c. 0.e?■ jlS” ApLp- oLd*Jl *cdp <dJl dJl (JlS :JIS oJl ph <LQj Ad 


(oj J*1 c Y \ V / ^ 0^1 ^ aU ^ d fl S jlS" apL^>- 


It is written in Sha’ban wa Shabb e Bard’at ke Fadd’il wa Ahkdm: 

Hadrat Hakdm al-\Jmmat states ‘A point worthy of mention is that which part of the night is best to stay 
awake in? The answer to this is known from the Qur’an as well as the haddth, because it is known from 
the Qur’an that staying awake in the latter portion of the night is more virtuous; Allah * states: 

^ do^ jLii QbJi oj 


It is also known through the haddth that it is the best time; it is known through a large amount of 
ahaddth that the last portion of the night is most virtuous. This is also known through the principles 
of logic because that is the time for sleep and abandoning sleep is difficult.. .however, if it is difficult 
for someone to stay awake in the last portion of the night then they can worship in the first portion 
of the night and attain the virtue. The lowest level of this is that a person remains engaged in worship 
until Ishd Saldh, it is not necessary that a person stays awake for the whole night, actually it is not even 
a good thing because there is a haddth. Ip jS\ Ail JL-Al <_p4. So one should stay awake in the night 

of Sha ’ban as much as one can. ( Sha’bdn wa Shabb e Bara at ke Fadd’ilwa Ahkdm, p.136, iddratghufrdnpdkistdn). 
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The origin of the name Laylah al-Bam ’ah 

After searching the books of hadlth it becomes clear that the name ‘Laylah al-Bard’ah’ is not established 
from any marf 'u hadlth, however, there is an athar ascribed to Ibn ‘Abbas radiy Allah ‘anhuma. Usually 
in the hadlth this night is called Lalat al-nisf min sha’bdn. Lalah al-Bard’ah is an Arabic name which is 
comprised of ‘lalah ’ and ‘hard’ah’. ‘Laylah ’means night and ‘bard’ah’ means emancipation. It means that 
on this night through Allah’s mercy countless sinners and transgressors receive emancipation from 
the fire of Jahannum and they are forgiven. 

The Llama’ have titled this night with many names in their works: 

1. aSjLo dd - The blessed night. (jU-dl tYAY 


However, in the Qur’an ‘the blessed night’ refers to Laylah al-Qadr. The researchers among the 
mufassirtn have refuted the statement of those who claim that Laylah Mubdrakah in Surah al-Dukkhdn 
refers to the 15 th of Sha’ban. Imam al-Qurtubl writes: 


Ajld y Jli dJl oS AH ^bd*-^ y> I. add Lgd itjli y* .jJJiJl dd lgj| pddldl 

dd& U ^JdJl aJL«j ys* d^jj odds bl y 2 -^ [185 :SjdJl] bl yl\ Ad (Jjjl ^JJl bdd«j jL* :^TUJl 

(i ^ \ * / )*\ j) .aJJI Ajjji] 1 ^ Ijpl JJd o y aJI ^pj ty*^ c A^jd« Aid y 


2. dd - The night of the descent of divine mercy. (^jJJ yjj nor /tv l jy Ji 

^UJI) 


3. dUail dd - The night of the document. (tn/Y:^ldUj^ J nor/YV: J: d3i_^dJl) 

4. S4dd - The night of emancipation. 


(£ Y t / Y c o v Y j \ r: SlSbLa 4 £ vr /V : ^»*ddl -Up yd I n /r : ^olidl Sli 

J-p y ydl .o Jjl>dl dU y^ J^dl ^ddy opI^ dl did bd*n> .. p yadl pJLJy ^ddcdl dd d>_g^p_~j d 4 P dJl ^y 2 J y dp ^jd bd”y 

.(nr/VOj^ljcddUiS'jdvr/Y“ 

5. 2QdJl dd - The night of forgiveness (Aool^SlI y pU- dd' l$J oidd Qd ^J\ju dJl bl) 

6 . jjxdl dd — The night of freedom. (Yor /yv dlpdUj^p t^UJl ^-jj) 

It is written in al-Qdmus al-Wahfd .: 2 pI^ dI: liberate, cleanliness. (\ov /\ 
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Reasons why Rasulullah M would observe many fasts in Sha’ban 

The ‘Ulamd’ have mentioned many reasons why Rasulullah » observed many fasts in the month of 
Sha’ban; some are given below: 

1. Due to the fact that the month of Sha’bdn contains special virtues which are mentioned in the 
ahddlth. 

2. In this month the actions of people are presented in the divine court of Allah ®. 

3. By fasting in this month, NabI * welcomed the coming of Ramadan; as if this month was the 
harbinger of the month of Ramadan. 

4. NabI »s fasts were a lesson for his ummah , so that by witnessing him others would also observe 
fasts and prepare for Ramadan, otherwise it is difficult to observe the fasts of Ramadan so suddenly 
when one is not habitual of fasting. 

5. Some ‘Ulamd’ have stated that NabI ® observed fasts in this month to aid the Al^wdj Mutahharat, 
because they would observe their qada fasts in Sha’ban. 


Was the Qur’an sent to the lowest heaven on the 15 th of Sha’ban ? 

According to the majority of scholars the most correct opinion is that Allah * sent the Qur’an from 
the Uaivh MahfuZ to the Samd’ al-Dunya on Uaylah al-Qadr. The verse in Surah al-Dukhdn : 

(jJiiJl iU Q oUyi Dl) according to the majority of scholars refers to Uajlah al-Qadr. There are some 

scholars however, who state that aSjL* iiJ refers to the 15 th of Sha’bdn ; however, this opinion is not 

preferred and not well known. This however, does not mean that the 15 th olf Sha’bdn holds no merit, 
the virtue of this night is known through many ahddlth. Despite this, establishing the virtue of this 
night from the Qur’an is difficult. 

Imam Fakhruddln al-RazI states in his tafsir. 

cASjba aJL! Q ell jya ciiA aJjjI .d)TjJiJU aLJ Q oldjjl lij tAS”jh« jJJLil aLJ 

aLJ Q oldjjl lij :aJ[ 1 -j-Uil] jJJjJl aLJ Q oldjjl 1>I aJ^S IT* ^jLS” 

to Q o ofj JJ N jJJLil aL! (jl jjJiJl aJU Q oLJjjl Lij: aJaNI oTgj (JalA 41 iSjj -1-3 

(JLa^s j g ■" 111 Q U As ci^aJ : d yt ly^ 14*^ t Q aJ V ljj| jjJLll aJU Q aJI JjI ofS” j Q d^lS” IS I j JJiil aJU dUQ 

(CjIQ l jIa :Js ;VV * /^ . haL* (J^Vl IdUS IdS” <J Qls a^o Q .aJ 


Imam Qurtubi writes: 
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obJjjl Uj . y>- ! 'j& 4 J y (J j 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 y^\ <!)■ i y l)1 y^\ <U3 (J y) ^aJI 4 J y 

<lLJ j! Iaj& .[1 ijAjjJl] M ®2® jAjjJl 4 JJ y oU^l U| ?f 14 J y]j cjwiill 4 JlJ ^au [1 — 3 !<1)L>-aJI] ®1® m aSjL^ <JlJ y 

(T ‘W /Y IoT Ja]\ ^I5s^*-'y £«L>«Jl) . jAjjJl 4 JJ J 2 ^jAJl ( ^ri s *)!^ . 0 jS* y *)! oLs^-^j y Ab J j. jAjiJl 

Hakim al-Ummat Had rat Mainland ThanwT states in Baydn al-Qur’am 

Some have said that the tafsir of Kaylah Mubdrakah is Kaylah al-Bard’ah because in narrations it is 
mentioned that annual decisions are made on luiylah al-Bard’ah as well. However, because there is no 
narration stating that the Qur’an was revealed on that night and there is explicit mention that the 

Qur’an was revealed on Hay lab al-Qadr in: jJlaJI iLJ fi oLQl Ul, therefore this tafsir docs not seem to be 
correct. {Baydn al-Qnr’dn: 10/99) 


Those who are not forgiven on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

On the 15 th of Sha’bdn a river of Allah’s forgiveness flows upon His slaves, through which countless 
people are forgiven. However, after searching the annals of hadith we find that there are 10 types of 
individuals who are not forgiven on this sacred night. This is because the sins that they are involved 
in are so heinous and atrocious that they are deprived of Allah’s forgiveness. These ten types of 
individuals are listed below: 

1. Mushrik — Shirk means to ascribe parters to Allah in His being and/or qualities. Shirk is the opposite 
of taivhid. If a mushrik dies in the condition of shirk then there is no hope for his forgiveness. {Sahih Ibn 
Hibbdn, no.5665, beirut). 

2. Mushdhin - One who due to their anger and fury for another and inability to act upon that anger 
suppresses ill feelings in their heart until their heart is filled with rage. One who harbors these feelings 
has malice and hatred, such a person is called a mushdhin. {Sahih Ibn Hibbdn, no.5665, beirut). 

3. Qdtil — One who murders another person without just cause whether the murdered person is Muslim 
or Kafir. Severe admonitions are stated in the Qur’an and hadith for such a person. After kufr, the most 
severe sin is to murder an innocent person. {MitsnadAhmad, no.6642, beirut). 

4. Qati’ Rahim - One who cuts ties with family members. {Shu’ab al-Imdn, no.3837, beirut). 

5. Musbil I fir - One who lowers his garment below the ankles. {Shu’ab al-lmdn, no.3837, beirut). 

6 . ‘Aqq al-Walidayn — One who is disobedient to his/her parents and causes them harm. {Shn’ab al-Imdn, 
no.3837, beirut). 

7. Mudmin Khamr— One who is addicted to drinking wine. {Shu’ab al-Imdn, no.3837, beirut). 

8 . Zdni — A man or woman who commits fornication or adultery. Zina is a horrendous sin, many 

admonishments for such a person are found in the ahddith. {al-Snnan al-Kubrd li al-Bayhaqt, no.16262, Tarikh 
Madnah Dimashq, no.5923.) 
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9. Ghdsh — One who deceives others. (Tarikh Madinah Dimashq, no.5923.) 

10. MuSaimvir— One who makes pictures. There are severe admonishments for such a person are found 
in the ahadith. {Fadail al-Awqdt li al-ln/dm al-Bayhaqi, no.27) 


Du’a’s are readily accepted on the 15 th of Sha’ban 

In a narration in the book Shu’ab al-Imdn of Imam al-Bayhaqi, Hadrat ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar radiy Allah 
'anhumd states: “Du’d’s are (more readily) accepted in five nights: 1. The night of Jumu’dh , 2. The first 
of Rajab , 3. The night of bard’ah, 4., and 5. The nights of both the ‘Ids. Hadrat‘\Jm&r bin ‘Abd al-‘AzTz 
wrote to the governor of Basra, “Hold fast unto four nights out of the year, Allah’s mercy showers 
down in those nights: 1. The 1 st of Ruijab, 2. The night of Bard’ah, 3. And 4. The nights of ‘Id. This is 
also narrated from Imam al-ShafiT See: {Shu’ab al-Imdn and Latd’if al-Ma’drif li Ibn 'Rajab). 


The authenticity of the did a’ of the 15 th of Sha’ban 

In the books of hadtth one will find that NabI * made various du’d’s on the 15 th of Sha’bdn , although 
most of these narrations are da’lf. However, if one would like to recite these supplications they may 
do so as long as they do not consider them among the sunnah actions of this night. One of the du’b’s 
are as follows: 

Imam al-Tabranl narrates with his chain to Hadrat ‘ A’ishah, radiy Allah ‘anha that on the 15 th of Sha’bdn 
she saw that NabI SI was in prostration in her chamber while beseeching Allah * with the following 
supplication: 




.liLU jj 5 icJUii IAj>-U .^1*3 A_Uj o A_x*o^o AjLL>- L ^«li *J \ (wojJl 

aUp US' (JiUU«j3j ^Lp O-wJj 1 US' do! tUUa UL> ^jPlJ <• d>U^JlP 5y>\j cUIiUai 

^ 0 9 s '"'ll ' ' ' 0 't ' * £ 0 2 | 

\ji\S UL \Hj ljUi a>Uj ^j jU aJ t^wUJ cU ^ jXpi 

. jjLAJI jta (, \ * \M coLjAaxII tXs' jJl A^j^S* 1 0 A»^5 c . L*j2-oj *y ^ 
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Beneficial Books for Further Reading 

The following are some works compiled regarding the rules and virtues of the 15 th of Sha’ban which 
are beneficial to study: 

1. Sal bhar ke masnun a’mdl, by: Hakim al-UmmatMainland Ashraf AJI ThanwI. 

2. Shabb e bard’at, by: Mufti Hablbur Rahman Khairabadl. 

3. Shabb e bard’at ki haqlqat, by: Mufti Muhammad TaqI UthmanI Sahib 

4. Sha’bdn al-Mu’azzam , by: Hafiz. Tanwlr Ahmad Sharlfi 

5. Bdrah mahlnoun kefasfi’il wa ahkdm, by: Mufti Sayyid ‘Abd al-Karim Gamthalwl 

6 . Sha’bdn wa shabb e bard’at kefafii’il wa ahkdm, by: Mufti Ridwan 


Jaii 

. wlj^aJL 4JIj 

Sijfi] tbjSj jJLxJt jli jli 
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